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SEVERE WEATHER POLICY 

 

1. Practice 

a. A Certified Athletic Trainer (ATC) on-site will monitor the approaching weather and 

communicate the information to the appropriate coaches.  The ATC will determine when to 

postpone or cancel any activities, as they deem appropriate. 

b. OUTDOOR SPORTS 

i. The nearest primary safe shelter is the Fieldhouse with exception to golf in which 

case Clifty Creek Club House would be primary shelter. 

ii. If no safe structure is easily accessible, then secondary safe areas include: 

enclosed buildings, fully enclosed metal vehicles with windows up (no 

convertibles or golf carts). 

iii. The following unsafe shelter areas should be avoided: water, open fields, 

dugouts, golf carts, metal objects (bleachers, fences, etc.), individual tall trees, 

light poles. AVOID BEING THE HIGHEST OBJECT IN AN OPEN FIELD.  

2. Events 

a. The ATC, in conjunction with the officials, will monitor the approaching weather and together 

determine when to postpone or cancel events, as they deem appropriate.  Once the 

decision to suspend activities has been made, an announcement will be made over the PA 

system for evacuation of spectators. 

3. Criteria for suspension of play 

a. “See it, flee it” 

b. “Hear it, clear it” 

c. Flash to Bang Method 

i. The moment lightning is seen, begin to count the seconds until thunder is heard, 

which signals the end of the count.  Divide that unit of time by 5 to indicate the 

proximity of the lightning strike.  Suspension of play must occur when the flash to 

bang time is 30 seconds or less, indicating that lightning is within 6 miles.  Once play 

has been suspended, a 30-minute waiting period must be put into effect.  Each 

successive lightning strike or audible thunder restarts the required 30 minutes until 

resumption of activities.  

4. Care of a Lightning Strike Victim: 

a. Call 911 and activate EMS. 

b. Make sure the scene is safe to approach the victim. 

c. Move victim to a safe location. (The victim can be touched, as they do not hold an electric 

charge.) 

d. Assess the victim’s airway, breathing, and circulation. 

e. If indicated, activate the school’s emergency action plan. 

f. Evaluate and treat for hypothermia, shock, fractures, and burns. 

 

 


